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Experiences of abuse in Childhood, and its relationship to Ego-
Identity formation for adolescent

Ahmed Megawer, Ph.D
Associate Professor of Mental Health - Department of Psychology, Qassim
University, KSA

Abstract:

The study aimed to examine the relationship between experiences of
abuse in childhood (physical, psychological, sexual, and neglect), and the ego
identity formation of a sample of male adolescents in Secondary schoo in
Riyadh and Qassim in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The sample of the study
included (128) adolescents. The study tools included The Demographic Data
List, The Abuse Experiences scale, and The Ego Identity Scale. The results
indicated that the father is a source of all forms of abuse (physical,
psychological, sexual, and neglect) for adolescents, while the mother is a
source of psychological abuse only, and the brothers are a source of physical
and sexual abuse. There are differences in the forms of abuse and neglect
depending on its source, where the father is the first source of abuse in the
family, then the brothers, and the mother. There is a positive correlation
between experiences of abuse in childhood, and the formation of identity status
(Moratorium, Foreclosure, and Diffusion) in adolescents, which confirms the
possibility of contributing experiences of abuse and neglect to predict the
formation of ego identity ranks in adolescents.

Key words: Experiences of abuse, Ego-ldentity formation.
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