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summary
Developing students’ national belonging through art education

activities.

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Mohamed Abdel Aziz, Professor of Psychology and

Analysis of Artistic Expression for the Arts of Children and Adults,

Department of Art Education Sciences - Faculty of Art Education -

Helwan University

Belonging to the homeland means the individual’s feeling that he is part of a
whole that he lives in, coexists with, interacts with its interactions, embraces its
human culture, and adheres to its culture. It is a feeling and a psychological and social
awareness that is translated into a form of behavior and can be measured through
attitudes and actions, the extent of his participation and reluctance, the extent of
cooperation or conflict, and the extent of commitment. With normal or deviant
behavior. Belonging to the homeland is a mental and emotional charge latent within
the individual that appears in situations related to the homeland at different levels and
can be inferred through a group of behavioral phenomena emanating from the
individual, where this phenomenon expresses the individual’s position and vision in
some way towards the situations he is exposed to, whether Express it in a positive or
negative form. Since childhood, a person needs belonging and loyalty because this
leads to healthy growth, self-confidence, and a feeling of security. The whole family
and school play an influential and effective role in building and integrating the
student’s personality in this direction. From here, the importance of feeling belonging
and loyalty becomes clear, whether political, religious, national, cultural, or
environmental. Accordingly, deepening the values of belonging and loyalty and
making them ingrained requires an educational effort commensurate with the
environment surrounding the individual, through which the individual can be imbued
with positive and social values that direct his behavior towards giving, giving, and
sacrificing for the sake of the nation and adhering to it. In fact, the motive of national
affiliation, “social hunger,” if available, is so strong that it can modify much of an
individual’s behavior until his behavior becomes consistent with what his society
approves of. When an individual joins a group, he often finds himself forced to
sacrifice many of his own demands. His desires are to gain social acceptance from the
members of the group, and he finds himself in line with the group’s standards, laws,
and traditions. Thus, the individual unites with the group and sees the group as an
extension of himself. He strives for its interest and exerts all his efforts to raise its
status. He feels victorious if it wins, or secure whenever it becomes secure. National
affiliation is considered one of the clearest models of identification with society, as it
notes the influence of the nation’s personality on the individual’s personality, and the
conformity of his personality with the prevailing cultural pattern. Fine artistic
activities are one of the pillars of modern education and represent, along with other
academic subjects, a system that aims to achieve comprehensive and balanced
development for all aspects of the personality, because these subjects have positive
repercussions on the learner’s personality on the one hand and on the development of
skills and information on the other hand. It seeks to build an integrated individual who
is balanced with himself and interacts with his environmental and social surroundings.
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Avrtistic activities work to educate the individual so that he can live a sophisticated,
aesthetic life within the advanced social framework to which he belongs. The subject
of art, like other subjects, is only a means of reaching the comprehensive general
formation of learners, and its goal is not only the formation of manual skills, but
rather it is to create a kind of experience. Integrated into the different stages of
education. Human behavior, including his behavior in the field of art, is characterized
as reasoned, purposeful, and motivated behavior, meaning that it cannot be described.
Fine artistic activities also play an essential role in the plan to advance the educational
process through developing the learner as an individual and as a positive member of
society, as it works to expand his culture and develop His creative abilities to express
and contribute to achieving the integration of his mental, psychological, behavioral,
and social formation, and from here the importance of artistic activities in the
formation of the learner emerges. In addition, artistic activities contribute, along with
the rest of the academic subjects, to developing the learner’s personality by providing
the opportunity to interact with direct educational and artistic experiences. They
develop mental abilities through studying information, facts, and scientific
educational theories. These artistic activities also develop sensory perceptions through
various practices in art. And providing him with the technical skills that help him
control the use of environmental raw materials and the methods and ways of forming
and preparing them and linking them with scientific development and contemporary
technology. It also helps to develop the emotional aspects through the formation of
positive trends in social and artistic values.

This research aims to reveal the role of artistic activities as an independent

variable in developing national belonging as a dependent variable through:

1- Defining the concept of belonging as a psychological and social concept.
Considering this, the concept of national belonging and the importance of
affirming the citizen’s self is clarified.

2- ldentifying the most important previous studies about belonging with the aim
of extracting the general principles and conditions that provide the occurrence
of the phenomenon of belonging in general and national belonging in
particular. Only experimental studies were chosen for the reliability of their
results.

3- Thinking about developing belonging among students through plastic arts
activities based on general principles extracted from previous studies.

4- Clarifying the role of other socialization factors (media/family) in affirming
national belonging through art education.

5- Presenting a model of artistic activities based on the dimensions of national
belonging with the aim of developing national belonging.

In this research, the researcher relied on his experiences that extend to more than

(50) years, and he used the descriptive method with a correlational design
(Correlational Research Method) as a means of processing the data. The descriptive
method in this research was not just a description of the phenomenon that is the
subject of the study, but rather went beyond that. To study and determine the
relationship between the phenomenon of belonging and another phenomenon, which
is plastic arts activities.
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