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Abstract:
This study aims to investigate the argumentative strategies employed in

discussions of controversial religious topics on YouTube channels. It analyzes the
structure of the argumentative discourse, the methods of refutation used, and audience
interactions with these arguments by examining the most engaging controversial
religious issues on YouTube in 2022. The study employs argumentation analysis, a
qualitative descriptive approach intended to deeply understand and interpret the
religious argumentative discourse surrounding controversial issues on the platform.
The key findings suggest that the most commonly used argumentation strategies were
appeals to authority and emotional appeals. Furthermore, the claims made in the
examined controversial issues were not grounded in definitive scientific evidence, but
rather on biased inferences and analyses lacking coherent scientific support. The
counter-arguments, in turn, leveraged this incoherent structure to scientifically
disprove the claims, thereby reinforcing the epistemological dominance of the
counter-arguments. This approach allowed the counter-arguers to sway user emotions

and garner sympathy, as evidenced by the analysis of user comment trends.

Keywords: YouTube, Religious Discourse, Argumentation, Controversial Issues,
Persuasion.
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