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The historical figure in Ahmed Shawky’s theater... between reality

and drama (The play Antara is an example)
Summary
Research problem: The research problem crystallized in the following main
question: Did the story of Antara in the play Antara by Ahmed Shawqi disappear from
his real story in the actual story?
Research importance:
The research will benefit Arabic literature in general and those interested in the
field of theater in particular.
Research objectives: Identify how Ahmed Shawaqi treated the historical story of
Antara in his theater?
Research type and method: descriptive method.
Research sample: the theatrical text “Antarah".
Research results:
-The components of the character of Antara bin Shaddad in the play “Antarah” by
Ahmed Shawqi did not differ from their components in historical reality.
-The life story of Antara bin Shaddad in the play did not differ from the story of his
life as stated in heritage books.
-Ahmed Shawgqi drew the character of Antara weakly, which diminished its historical
importance.
-Antara’s dramatic actions in the play do not match Antara’s character in reality.
-The love story of Antara and Abla, written by Shawqi, as stated in most heritage
books.

Keywords: Historical figure, Ahmed Shawky Theater, Antara play
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