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The Semiotics of Cartoons Depicting the 2023 Al-Aqgsa Flood Events in
Arabic and International Online Media: An Analysis of Academic and
Professional Media Perspectives.

(Semiotic Study)

Abstract

This research aims to analyze the semiotics of caricatures published in both
Arab and international news websites covering the 2023 “Al-Agsa Flood” events. The
study explores key themes, characters, and accompanying language, while examining
both explicit and implicit meanings conveyed by these caricatures. Additionally, it
investigates similarities and differences between Arab and international media in
portraying these messages, using a semiological approach, The research also includes
an evaluation by a group of elite media professionals, including academics and
practitioners, regarding the overall media coverage of the events and, specifically, the
caricatures. Adopting a descriptive survey method, the study reviews several
prominent news sites, including The Washington Post, The Guardian, Egypt’s Akhbar
El-Yom, and Al-Arab News. A sample of 20 media professionals was surveyed, and
the study employed qualitative analysis tools and focus group discussions, The
findings indicate that international media focused on illustrating the conflict between
Israelis and Palestinians, the tragic nature of the events, and the humanitarian
perspective. In contrast, Arab media primarily highlighted Israeli violations in Gaza
and international reactions. Symbolic, unnamed characters appeared frequently across
both Arab and international caricatures, with visible symbols representing each side of
the conflict, as well as depictions of war and international stances on the events, The
implicit meanings varied: in Arab media, deception and condemnation were
prominent, whereas in international media, the themes of criminalization and suffering
were central. Dark colors symbolizing sorrow, destruction, fire, blood, and danger
were common, alongside rectangular shapes and horizontal layouts. Both Arab and
international media appeared to oppose the conflict, with most caricatures appealing
emotionally, as reflected in the analytical study and expert evaluations.

Keywords:The Semiotics of Caricature - Al-Agsa Flood- Digital Newspapers- The Elite.
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