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Themes and Artistic Structure in the theater of Abu El-Alaa Al-
Salamouni Comparative Analysis of "lbn Daniel" and "Al Amir
Wissal" as an example

Abstract:

The research aims to study the thematic and artistic structure in Abu El-
Alaa Al-Salamouni's theater, with a focus on themes of identity and heritage.
The study adopts the semiotic approach to reveal the cultural and social
dimension of the text and its impact on the recipient. The sample focuses on
the theatrical text "lbn Daniel and Al-Amir Wisal",

the key findings of the study are:

1. The artistic structure of the text relied on highlighting the Egyptian
identity through popular arts and cultural heritage, such as shadow play
and colloquial poetry, which strengthened the popular identity and
confronted the authority, emphasizing the importance of cultural heritage
in the face of political and social challenges.

2. Theatrical instructions contributed to improve identity and heritage by
employing lighting, music, costumes to clarify the semiotic relationship
between the characters and their environment.However, the play showed
limitations in exploiting lighting specifically to highlight the Mamluk
era's atmosphere, which could enhanced dramatic tension and highlighted
the conflict between authority and popular art more clearly.

3. The elements of time and place in the theatrical text have a semiotic role
that reflects the dialectical relationship between authority and cultural
identity. Time highlights the historical context and social conflicts in the
Mamluk era, while place (whether carnival Square or the court) embodies
symbols of dominance, justice, and popular resistance, which deepens the
connotations of the text and enhances the understanding of the interaction
between the characters and the environment.

Keywords: Themes, Artistic structure, Abu El-Alaa Al-Salmouni’s theatre.
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