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A Comparative Study Between Middle Kingdom and New Kingdom
Fashions in Ancient Egypt

Abstract:-

Clothing is one of the earliest and most vital aspects of human life, evolving
alongside the development of societies. Fashion reflects the cultural, philosophical,
and religious ideologies of its time and serves as a visual record of humanity’s
progress. Each era is characterized by distinctive styles of dress that mirror its
unique worldview and belief systems.

The current research aims to:

*Study ancient Egyptian clothing during the Middle Kingdom and the New
Kingdom.

*Highlight the impact of differing social, political, and religious factors between the
two periods on prevailing fashion styles.

*Identify the differences between the costumes of the Middle Kingdom and those of
the New Kingdom.

Research Findings:

*The study concluded that:

*Clothing is an integral part of the cultural identity of every civilization and is
influenced by various factors such as religion, society, climate, and economy.

*In ancient Egypt, clothing reflected social status and carried religious and political
symbolism.

*The Middle Kingdom was marked by simplicity in dress, where garments
expressed modesty and dignity. Materials such as linen and simple designs
were commonly used, while royal attire symbolized spiritual authority.

*In contrast, the New Kingdom saw the emergence of more luxurious and elaborate
fashion. Royal and noble garments were distinguished by ornate decorations
and the use of gold.

*Military and economic influences became evident in clothing, with the
introduction of a wider range of materials like silk and wool, and the inclusion
of gemstones in accessories.

*This comparison illustrates how ancient Egyptian fashion mirrored the social and
political realities of the time, evolving from the simplicity of the Middle
Kingdom to the opulence and diversity of the New Kingdom.

Recommendations:

*The study recommends the importance of thoroughly and carefully studying
Egyptian heritage across its various eras. Emphasis should be placed on
appreciating its aesthetic, artistic, cultural, and societal values to preserve the
cultural identity of Egyptian society.

Keywords: Middle Kingdom costumes — New Kingdom costumes — Ancient Egypt..
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